Ancient Times in the Maritimes

· There are two ways to learn about ancient times in the Maritimes: through Archeology and through Creation Stories. We will begin with the science based, Archeology.

· There are three main Archeological Periods in the Maritimes:

1. Paleo Indian Period (11,000 – 9,000 years before Present)

- Ice covered the area until about 13,000 years ago.

- Small parts of coastal N.S. were not covered in ice.

- By 11,000 years ago people we call the Paleo Indians arrived to live in this tundra environment…it was a very cold climate and caribou was mainly hunted.

- In Debert N.S. scientists have found 4500 stone weapons, spearpoints, tools and pieces of charcoal.

- There was no bone, wood or other soft organic materials found because the soil in the area is wet and they would have been destroyed.

- The spearpoints found show that these people had great carving and hunting skills.

2.  Maritime Archaic Period (5000 – 3000 years before Present)

- Scallop draggers in the Bay of Fundy have found many artifacts from this period

- Weapons and tools from this period are similar to this found from the Paleo Indian Period, except that they are more refined; people had discovered a way to grind down stone and make more detailed tools/weapons, such as axes, harpoons and needles.

- Likely hunted moose, caribou, seal ad walrus.  Likely fished cod and swordfish

3.  Maritime Woodland Period (2500 – 500 years before Present)

- This period is marked by the presence of pottery

- By the time of contact (500 years ago) this pottery had been replaced by mainly birch bark products

- Food also now included shellfish

- River systems were key for travel

